Contributors by in Scandinavia, American Studies
Contributors
Pirjo Ahokas is Professor of Comparative Literature at the University 
of Turku, Finland. She began her academic career by focusing on Jewish 
American fiction. She is also the author of Forging a New Self, a mono-
graph on Bernard Malamud’s novels, and co-editor (with Martine Chard-
Hutchinson) of Reclaiming Memory: American Representations of the Ho-
locaust. Her subsequent research deals with works by American women 
authors of Chinese, African American and Native American descent. She 
has also concentrated on new writing by “Black” British women authors 
and compared their works with those by contemporary American ethnic 
minority women authors. 
Niels Bjerre-Poulsen holds a Ph.D. in American History from Universi-
ty of California, Santa Barbara, and is Associate Professor at the Center 
for American Studies, University of Southern Denmark. He has published 
widely on topics related to American political culture and foreign relations. 
His most recent book is Vietnamkrigen, 1945-1975: En International His-
torie (Copenhagen: Gyldendal, 2015). Niels Bjerre-Poulsen is also a former 
president of NAAS, and he frequently comments on American politics in 
the Danish media.
Kristina Fjelkestam is Associate Professor in Comparative Literature at 
Linköping University. She has published extensively within the fields of 
literature, aesthetics and gender studies.
Benita Heiskanen, PhD, is Director of the John Morton Center for North 
American Studies and Docent of American Studies at the University of 
Turku. She is the author of The Urban Geography of Boxing: Race, Class, 
and Gender in the Ring (New York: Routledge, 2012; paperback 2014). 
Her other publications in English include journal articles in the JOMEC 
Journal: Media, Journalism, and Cultural Studies, European Journal of 
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American Studies, European Journal of Cultural Studies, Diálogos Latino-
americanos, Auto/Biography, and Journal of Sport History. She also writes 
in Finnish. Heiskanen is the co-editor with Andrae Marak of “The Border 
in the Classroom: Approaches to Border Studies,” a thematic forum of The 
Middle Ground Journal: World History and Global Studies.
Hilde Løvdal Stephens holds a PhD from the University of Oslo. She 
works as a freelance translator and writer. Her research interests are wom-
en’s history, the history of family and family values, and American evan-
gelicalism in the U.S. and abroad. She currently works on a manuscript on 
James Dobson and Focus on the Family.
Leif Magne Lervik graduated with an M.A. from the University of Oslo 
in 1993. After several years with the Royal Norwegian Ministry of De-
fense, he returned to pursue a doctorate at University of Oslo. Before it was 
completed, however, he left for a career in the publishing industry. Today, 
he teaches English at Molde Upper Secondary School and is finalizing his 
doctorate on the culture of guns in the United States.
Tom Packer is affiliated to Oxford University where he has been a Depart-
mental Lecturer. Previously he was a fellow at the Institute for the Study of 
the Americas and taught at the London School of Economics and Political 
Science. He obtained his doctorate from Oxford University where his thesis 
topic was Jesse Helms and North Carolina Politics 1972-1984.
Alf Tomas Tønnessen is Associate Professor of American civilization/Eng-
lish at Volda University College. He is the President of ASANOR and the 
author of How Two Political Entrepreneurs Helped Create the American 
Conservative Movement, 1973-1981: The Ideas of Richard Viguerie and 
Paul Weyrich (Lewiston, N.Y.: The Edwin Mellen Press, 2009). His current 
research deals with the Republican Party’s rhetoric of anti-Europeanism 
and resistance to the redistribution of wealth.
